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pP SAL M Kli. 17. 
Why art thou caſt down, O my Soul, and 


* 


' why art thou diſquieted witkin me? 
Hope thou in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe 
him, who is the health of my counte- 
nance and my God. | 


OB tells us, and Experience confirms it, 
that Man which is born of a Woman is of 
few Days and full of Trouble; which way 
ſoever we turn our ſelves, wry ſubſtantial 
Reaſons for Sorrow preſent themſelves to our 
Apprehenſions. . 

If we look upward, we may behold our Al- 
mighty and Beneficent Creator, whom we have 
greatly offended and provoked every Day, and 
therefore ſhould be Troubled. 

If we look downward, there is Tophet, a 
Lake of Eternal Fire prepar'd for the Workers 
of Iniquity; but ſuch, in ſome Degree or other, 

are all of us, and the very Dread of that may 
occaſion Sorrow. : | 
- If we have Courage enough to look within 
us, there we ſhall meet a faithful Conſcience 
accuſing us, either of our Preſumptions or our 
 Negligences, ſetting our Sins in order before 
us, 'and repreſenting to our Fancy the Terrors 
of the Lord, who is a jealous God, and a con- 
ſuming Fire; and whoſe Soul can avoid being 
| eaſt down and diſquited at that? 

And if we look abroad, we cannot but fee - 
pur ſelves ſurrounded with innumerable Snares, 
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CEA” 
and our Immortal Souls expos'd to Infinite 
Dangers : The World troubles us with its 
Cares, our own Fleſh with frequent Infirmities 
and diforderly. Luſts, and the Devil with num- 
berleſs Temptation. _ 


Beſide all theſe there are heavy Loads of ano- 


ther kind, which our Engagements in the 


World do often bring and lay upon us—Some- 
times the Undutiſulneſs gf C] ildren, or the 
Unnatural Severity of Parents---Somerimes the 
Treachery of Friends, or the Inhumanity of E- 
nemies----Sometimes worldly Changes, and Diſ- 
appointments, which are of ſcveral ſorts, and 
which many times come ſuddenly and uncx- 
pected, do vex and diſquiet us. = & 
All theſe a Man may lie open to with reſpect 
to his own private Concerns---but 'beyond all 
theſe, a Man may be, and a good Man of a Pub- 
lick Spirit will be, deeply affected with any nati- 
onal Loſs or Infelicity which befalls his Country. 
The Death of a moſt gracious Sovereign, who 
was Head and Heart too of our Community, 
and that came ſo ſuddenly upon little more 
than two Days warning, muſt needs, I think, 
give a Shock to every Inferior Member that is 
not paſt feeling. | 
By her Demiſe, our Religion, our Liberties 
and Properties ſeem'd to be expos'd to great Dan» 


ger, the Illuſtrious Royal Succeſſor being at a 


conſiderable Diſtance, and a Popiſh Pretender 
to his Majeſty's Throne being nearer to our 
B orders---a Pretender who has been educated 
in an irreconcileable Hatred to our * and 
probably too, upon the ſcore of old 
in a revengeful Antipathy to the very People 
of this Land. 98 
As then we may have great Troubles 8. 
| Er» 
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Perplexities in our private Capacitie and in 
de l ought to be very ſenſibly moved by that 
National Shock, "which we have felt by qur 
good Queen's Death, ſo to ſupport and cneoy- 
e us under our Sorrows 4-4 Apprehenſians 
Ker kind,. 2 have choſen for the Enter- 


of the Pſalmiſt. 

The Author deſcribes his Sufferings and Sor- 
rows very. moyingly, and having been almoſt. 
diſpirited by that melancholly Task, he at laſt 
recovers and heartens bimſclt in this Soliloquy, 
Wy art #hoy.caft dem Q. ng. See, and why arg 
thus diſquieted within me? Hie thou in God, for. 
I ſhall yet praiſe him, wha, is the health of my" coun- 
tenance and my. God. 
tal, mo fuxther on which Words I 

5 

I. Enquire. into the Grounds and Reaſons 
of Sorrow 0 1 Deje Gtedneſs of Spirit, both 
ſuch as are of a private, and ſuch as axe of A 
publick Nature; and then ſhew yay, that it 
muſt be our own great Fault, if thaſę Graupds 
or Reaſons produce ſuch Melancholly Efe&s 
as Dejection and Deſpondengy. Vi art thaw 
caft down, © my Saule and why art tel abt 


we. ?. 
H. I will lead you to the Rock of your Ra- 
huge, upon which ye men ſit ſecurely above 
the Overflowings of Sorrow. Hoge in Gad, 
for we ſhall yet praiſe him, who is. the health of 
| "7 countenancs and our God. 


I. Then I am x9 enquire, e. And firſk be 


which are of a private Natuxe. 2 
ferent are the Occaſions of Sorrow ich haps 


pen to the Sons of Men, and it cannot N ex- 
pected, we ſhould by * inſenſible of Nn 


tainment of our preſent Meditation theſe Words 


Q 
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and Afflictions when they lie hard upon us; 


nay, conſidering from whoſe Hand they all 
come, it is highly Criminal not to grieve when 
God hath ſtricken us, Fer. v. 4. | 

But then be our Affliction never ſo ſevere, 
we ſhould not forrow as Men without Hope, 
we ſhould not caſt away our Confidence, and 
oe up all Comfort as loſt----for that is a Paſ- 

on both impolitick and intollerable, it preys 
upon the Vitals, and cats out the Heart of all 
other Satisfactions. | | 

To believe Relief and Conſolation impoſſible 
is the ready way to make it ſo; for who will 
attempt what he believes is never to be accom- 
pliſh'd ?---by this all Means are neglected, and 
many have made themſelves miſerable by their 
own cowardly Imagination. : 

This Faint-heartedneſs js very juſtly diſrepu- 
table, and makes a deſpicable Figure, it argues 
a defect of Spirits, and often a want of Honeſty 
too, and ſometimes is che Offspring of over- 
grown Guilt. kbar : 
Thus even a mere Natural Man may argue 
Himſelf into a Temper of Courage and Magna- 
nimity, and baniſh out of his Breaſt all irrati- 
onal 2800 and Deſpondency. * 

And then how much braver under all Diffi- 
culties may a Chriſtian Man be! who hath 2 
God for his Father, a God for his Guide and 
Counſellor, and a God for his Helper and De- 
fender. 3d | - A . 

He may have great Tryals, he may haye the 
Weakneſs of a Man, and at the ſame time the 
Security of a God. What then ſhould caſt 
down his Soul? a 

Do his very Friends deſert him in the time 
of Need? Do they laugh at his Calamity, do 


as i 


71 

they hide and convey themſelves from him? 
Do even his Father and Mother forſake him? 
Why ſhould this make him 36, 96ae When, 
if he does not deſert his God's Service, the 


Lord hath promiſed to take him up, and to be 
both a Parent and a Friend. 2 


Are his Circumſtances ſo Nr, that he 
knows not which way to turn himſelf? Do his 
Troubles lie ſo hard upon him, that he is not 
able to remove them, neither can he ſee any 
humane Probability of ever recovering? 

Vet, cannot he look up to Heaven from 
whence cometh Help ? cannot he call upon his 
God, who is a preſent Help in Trouble, and 
who is always nigh unto all them that call u 
on him faithfully, and who, if he doth not 
think fit to remove the Evil, can and will San- 
ctiſie to him his Afflictions. But, 8; 

2. Area Man's Troubles occaſion'd by an 
Infelicity that hath befallen his Country? Tis 
indeed an Argument of a generous and publick- 
ſpirited Principle. Doth he grieve for the- 

eath of our late gracious Sovereign? If it 
does not exceed juſt Bounds, tis a laudable and 
becoming Sorrow. Ns ES 

There is a juſt Tribute of Grief and Mour- 
ning to be paid to the Bleſſed Memory of fo 
good a Queen; a Queen who ſeem'd to have 
nothing more at Heart than the Welfare and 
Proſperity of her People; tho“, perhaps, as 
ſome will have it, ſhe might be miſtaken in 
ſome Meaſures, which ſhe took for that End. 

A Queen, that was .indeed a Nurſing Mo- 


I ther o the Eftabliſh'd Church, gave the Poorer 
| Clergy thereof more, out of her own Royal 
. Bounty, than had been eyer given them by all 


| her Noble Predeceſſors together fince the Re- 
, 11 


* 
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A Queen, who, tho' ſhe made the Church of 
England her peculiar Favourite, to which ſhe 
was a glorious Ornament, as well as a firm De- 
fence, yet *tis evident that the had a great Ten- 
derneſs for the whole Proteſtant Intereſt. 

A Queen, who did what ſhe could to make 
her People Good, as wellas Great and Flouriſh- 
ings who made Laws for the Diſcouragement 
of Vice and Immorality, and for the promoting 
all Piety and Virtuez and yet more powerfully 
check'd the former, and countenanced the lat- 
ter by her own illuſtrious and ſhining Example. 

A Qutech, who by her wile Adminiſtration, 
her Succeſsful Arms, and her ever Victorious 
General, carry'd the Britiſh Glory, at leaſt as 
high as the moſt renowned of her Progenitors. 

Such, ſo Great, ſo Pious, ſo Bounriful and 
Indulgent, and ſo affectionately Tender of her 
People was the Queen which we have loft. 
Tet why art thou caſt down O my Soul? 

She's gone from a divided and ever diſſatisfied: 
People, to the bleſſed Regions of everlaſting 
Peace and Reſt, where all are of one Heaft 
and one Mind; ſhe hath laid down the Burden 
of a Temporal Crown, and I doubt not hath 
exchanged it for one that is Immortal, for ont 
that is not made uneaſie with its Weight, nor 
tormenting with its Cares, and hath at laſt found 
Gloty and Reſt, immenſe Greatneſs, and unal4 
lay' Felicity together. rn of 1 240 

But if our Sorrow be for our. own Loſs, per- 
mit me to call off your 'Thoughts from that Me- 
lancholly and Unprofitable Reflection, and to 
direct them forward to her Royal Succeſſar, 
who now fills the Throne, and that I am fare 

will 7 1 x us to take up e the 
latter part of the Text, and ſay, Let us hope in 


Cod, 
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God, for aue ſhall yet have reaſon to praiſe him who 
is the health of our countenance and our God. 

| Herein we are firſt directed to hope in God 
and, ſecondly, we have declar'd to us the 
Grounds of that Hope fo placed, with the pro- 
miſed Conſequences of it ; there is Comfort 
and Conſolation approaching, Days of Refreſh- 


ment after our Sorrow juſt at Hand; we ſhall 


yet praiſe him, who is the health of our countenance 
and our God. 


I. We will conſider this Hope. 


Hope is in its own Nature a Comforter, tis 
the kind Refuge, the Aſylum of the Diſtreſſed 


and the Sorrowtul ; ſo kind that it will ſtoop to 


the loweſt Condition, and ſooth and whiſper 
ſome reviving things to the moſt abandon'd 
Wretches, if” they x not unwiſely ſhut it out 
and thruſt it from them. 

But however comfortable a Companion Ho 
may be, its greateſt Promiſes will be but tick- 
115 Flattery, and it will ſurely deceive us, un- 

it be founded upon God. 
Tis on that Rock of Ages that our Hope 
muſt be built, if we would have it never fail. 
Yet farther it muſt be remembred, that if we 
would have our Truft even in God anſwer our 
delightful Expectations, we mutt love and ſerve 
him will all our Heart; otherwiſe our Hope in 


him will be a groundleſs and fawcy Preſumpti- 


on; he will hide his Face from us, and when 
we pray and beg he will not hear us. 

' Truſt in the Lord, and be doing Good; be 
buſied in his Service, and then your Hope in 
him will not be diſappointed; in any Diſtreſs ye 
may take Shelter under his Wings, and be ſafe 

er his Feathers, his Faithfulneſs and Truth 
will be chy Shield and Buckler. | 

2 B And, 
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And, ſuppoſing we are thus qualified, we may 
with Boldneſs proceed and ſay, notwithſtanding 


the late Occaſion for Sorrow, we ſpall yet + 


praiſe God. | 
Nay, bleſſed be the Divine Providence, and 
his Mercy, in overlooking our great Provocati- 


ons, we have an happy Earneſt in Hand of 


the approaching and growing Jo 

Before our late Queen pai 
ture, how were all good Subjects terrified with 
Apprehenſions, and how did the Papiſts and Ja- 
cobites Triumph in their Expectations of ſuch 
Confuſion, Civil Wars, and an Invaſion, as at 
her Death would over-run this pleaſant Land, 
and make it an Akeldama or Field of Blood. 


Yet remember,with Gratitude to Heaven, how 


ONE all Things were carried on at that ſad 


Conjuncture! What Unanimity in the People's 
Voices, and Chearfulneſs in their Faces, at pro- 
claiming the lawful and rightful Succeſſor ! 
How happily. are our Apprehenſions vaniſh'd ! 
and we are fill'd only with pleaſing Expectati- 
ons of King George's coming over, and the Peace 
and Unity, the Piety and Godlineſs, the Wealth 
and Proſperity, which, I doubt not, his Wiſe 
Goverment with increaſe and eſtabliſh amongſt 
us. 

And there are the moſt promiſing Grounds 
for theſe mighty Expectations; firſt, he is a Prince 
that brings a large Addition of Wealth, Strength 
and Grandeur to the Britih Crown. His Re- 
ligion is truly Proteſtant, from a Child he was 
brought up 1n it, and he is grown almoſt old 
without wavering in the Profeſſion and Practice 
of it; the World reports him to be a Perſon 
of Exemplary Virtue and Wiſdom. 


He 


her Debt to Na- 


88 PG 78 7 e xr ate; 


He 


7 
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He Mounts our Throne Regularly, not by 
Violence or Uſurpation; he is our Rightful as 
well as our Lawful King. 

There are Moral as well as Legal Incapaci- 
ties, which juſtly hinder a private Perſon from 
inheriting and poſſeſſing the Patrimony of his 
Anceſtors. An Ideot or a Madman is to be 


put . 

A Popiſh Head to a Proteſtant Body is Mon- 
ſtrous, and would bring all to Deſtruction. Such 
a one is worſe, more * Ker than a Fool or 
a Madman. Theſe may be reſtrain'd and kept 
from doing hurt; but a Papiſt, when he hath 
the Reins of Government over Proteſtants in his 
Hands, is not to be reſtrain'd from Miſchief, even 
by the Cords of a Man, not by Love, and the 


moſt reſpectful Duty. 


Let us then, as we have great Reaſon, praiſe 
our God for our Proteſtant King, and for ma- 
king his way to the Throne plain before his 
Face, by diſpiriting his Enemies, and by encou- 
raging his faithful Subjects. 

And let us promote, as much as may be, Una- 
nimity amongſt our ſelves; let us for ever drop 
thoſe Diſtinctions which have ſo unhappily 
divided our Land, and let us all conſpire by 
our united Services, to make his Majeſty's 
Reign as Glorious to him, as twill be Beneficial 
to us. 

And let us all this Day and every Day, as 
often as we remember our own Souls, be im- 
portunate with Heaven, that all the Bleſſings 
from above may be ſhower'd down upon our So- 
yereign, that can be given unto the Man whom 

the King of Kings Flighterh to Honour, | 


Now to Ged, Vc, | 
B 2 
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I SAM. xii. 23, 24. 
ut J will teach you the good and 


right way. 

Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him in truth 
with all your heart, for conſider how 
great things he hath done for you. 


* 


HES E are the Words of Samuel, a 

| great Prophet of rhe Lord, extraordi- 

narily illuminated, and highly favoured 

by God even from a Child; — he ſpake them 

to the People of 7/rael ſolemnly. affembled on 

Occaſion of Saul their King's being to be pub- 

lickly preſented to them, and to be confirm'd 
in his D ien. 

He was free in telling them that they had 
been highly criminal and provoking in deſiring 
a King, when, the Lord their God was their 
King, who had for many Ages, by his Servants 
Moſs and Joſhua, Gideon and others, fought their 
Battels, deſtroy'd their Enemies, and deliver'd 
them what time any Trouble came upon them. 
And tho' God graciouſly condeſcended to their 
Requeſt and made them a King; yet Samuel, 
to convince them that their Wickedneſs had 
been great, and to quicken them to Repentance, 
calleth upon the Lord, and the Lord ſent Thun- 
der, and the People feared greatly, and confeſ- 
fing their Sin, defir'd Samuel to pray for them. 

To which Samuel anſwers, God forbid that 1 
ſhould fin againſt the Lord in ceaſing to pray for you, 
that is my Duty, I am bound to pray for you. 


Vet 


1 


Vet he lets them know that to make his Pray- 


ers effectual to their Safety and Proſperity, it 
was neceſſary that they ſhould co-operate, and 
be mindful of what God expected from them. 
J will, faith he, ſhew you the good and right 
Way, &c. A 

For your further Inſtruction from which 
Words I ſhall Diſcourſe on them in this Me- 
thod. | 


I. I ſhall obſerve to you that which Samuel 


makes his great Motive to thoſe Duties recom- 


mended in the Text, and I ſhall lead you to 
conſider the great Things that God hath done 
for you. 5 

II. I ſhall lay before you the Return which 
God expects from that Nation, or People, for 
whom he hath done great Things. And, 

IH. I ſhall ſhew you that it is the good and 
the right way to make our Acknowledgments 
to God in that manner. WF 

I. then, The Words direct us to conſider 
theſe great Things, c. | 
Samuel at the eighth Verſe leads his Peoples 
Thoughts up as high as Moſes, I hen Jacob came 
down 1d Aigypt, and your Fathers cried unto the 
Lord, then the Lord ſent Moſes and Aaron, 
which delivered and brought your Fathers forth ous 
of Egypt, and made them dwell in this place. | 

But if we carry our Thoughts no «9 


than the Reformation, and from thence lookin 


downward, attentively obſerve the Series of 
our national Affairs to this Time, we may be- 
hold many gracious Inftances of God's Provi- 


dence watching over us for our Good, an. of 


wonderful Things wrought for us, not a jot 


behind thoſe Favours which were ſhewn to the 
Children of Jacob. 
| | e 
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We have not indeed been in Bondage in a 
ſtrange Land, but, which was more wretched, 
we have been more than once almoſt reduced 
to a State of Slavery at home a Slavery too 
which was much worſe and harder to be born 
than that of AZgypr. 

We have not been carry'd away Captives, or 
oan'd under tyrannical Governors in a forei 
and; but we have had Princes fitting on the 
Throne of this Kingdom who were mere Pha- 
roahs to our J/rael, and their Officers and Mi- 
niſters were ſo many cruel Task-maſters, im- 
poſing heavy, nay intolerable Burdens, inva- 
ding our CY ts and Properties, abridging 

and robbing us of our Liberties, and not ſuffer- 
ing us to worſhip our God in the way of Truth 
and Holineſs preſcrib'd to us. 

In the Days of Queen Mary I. Smithfield was 
made a mere Akel/dama, or Field of Blood; not 
the Blood of Beaſts ,but of godly Martyrs; not 
to give an hoſpitable Burial to poor Strangers, 
but to devour and deſtroy the 4 Bodies of 
Proteſtant Biſhops, and other holy Perſons that 
were Free- born. ; 

But God, after he had chaſten'd us, had re- 

ard to the mournful Cries of the Oppreſſed, 

ortned the Days of thar Princeſs, and having 
diſpers'd that black Cloud of Perſecution, the 
Light of his Countenance broke forth upon his 
choſen Ones, and gave them Reſt, Protection, 
and Tranquility on every fide, bringing abour 
an Eſtabliſhment of the Purity of the Proteſtant 
Religion in the ſucceeding Reign. 

And this was a Deliverance, in which, as we 
find the comfortable Effects thereof to this very 
Day, fo, no humane Power or Wiſdom was 
concern'd, but God wrought it by his own 


Counſel, 


15 J 


Counſel, and his own Arm, for his own Names 
ſake, and becauſe he had a Favour unto us. 

The next great Things of this kind, now to 
be taken Notice of, which God hath done for 
us, were wrought in our own Days, ſuch as 
many of us may remember, in the Reign of King 

ames II. . 
4 How early, after he mounted the Throne, did 
he give us notorious Inſtances of Popiſh Since- 
rity! and how plainly did he let us ſee what 
ſort of Dependance Proteſtant Subjects ought 
to have on the Royal Word, or even the ſacred 
Oaths, of a Romiſh King ! 

How reſolutely did he break thro' the moſt 
ſacred Ties that could oblige either a Chriſtian 
or a Man! 

How did he ſet himſelf above the Laws, and 
govern without Law! giving his own arbitra- 
ry and much perverted Will as the grand Rea- 
ſon for his moſt extravagant Proceedings; ſo 
that he ſeemed indeed rather an Enemy than a 
Protector, an Invader rather than a rightful 
Governor; and if we had not been acquainted 
with the Antichriſtian, and indeed inhuman Do- 
ctrines and Principles of Popery, he might ſeem 
to have caſt off all Humanity, as well as all re 
gard for the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

To be ſhort; ye know how near to Ruin and 
Subverſion he brought our excellent Conſtituti- 
on both in Church and State; ye know he had 
a Standing-Army well pay'd and provided; ye 
know he had the Fleet and all the Offices of 
Truſt and Power at his Diſpoſal. 

Ye know too, notwithſtanding the Nearneſs 
and as many then thought the Inevitableneſs of 
the Deſtruction that threatned, that we were 
happily deliver'd: God Almighty ſnatching us, 
1 as 


— 
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2s 'twere, out of the Fire, and fo ſeaſonably, 


that tho? we. were ſcorch'd,' yet there is nod 


ſcarce a Scar to be ſeen. 


And tho' there was ſome Appearance of an 


Arm of Fleſh in reſcuing us, tho' a generous 


Prince ſtept in to our Relief, and was the viſi- 
ble Inſtrument of our Deliverance, yet his hand- 


ful of Troops was ſo unequal to ſuch a moun- 
tainous Undertaking, and the Succeſs was ſo 
much above any 
on the Courage or Bravery, tho' never ſo great, 
of ſo ſmall an Army, 5 | 


That we mult needs be convinced that it was 


God which made all Oppoſition flybefore him, 
and even our Enemies might perceive that it 
was his Work. | 8 | 
I ſhall detain you no longer on this firſt Point, 
than while I declare to you the great Things 
which God hath done for 'us, in guarding and 
rotecting our preſent gracious Sovereign thro? 
Peril by Land and Perils by Water, bring- 
ing him at ſo critical a Conjuncture, ſafely, 
peaceably and joyfully to his Throne. 
And here, to quicken our Senſe of this Mer- 
cy, and to enlarge our Gratitude, it will bs 
proper to look a little back ward, and to confi- 
der what kind of Apprehenſions we generally 
had, ſome few Years, nay ſome few Months ago. 
Toward the latter End of our late moſt gra- 
cious Queen's Reign, how much were we trou- 
bled for the Proteftant Succeſſion ! how great- 
did we fear that the fame diſpleaſed Provi- 
ence that ſhould determine her precious Life, 
would alſo put an end to our Peace and Happi- 
neſs, and let in upon us an Inundation of Po- 
pery and Tyranny! | 


Neither 


ope that could be founded 
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Neither were theſe Apprehenſions altogether 
groyndlcks, or founded in the Peeviſhneſs of 
arty, or the Sickneſs of- Imagination; but ir 
was highly Rational to ſuppoſe; that when Bu- 
tain had unty'd, nay broke her Confederacy 
with all her Friends, fave the States of Holland, 
and thoſe Alliances not renew'd; when the Paw- 
er of France, which had been reduced to a lan- 
Sehe. 8e by the often- repeated Victories 
of the Confederate Arms, had time by Peace to 
recover it felf: | | 
I fay, twas highly reaſonable to expect, that 
upon the Queen's Demiſe, at the lateſt, France 
being ſtrongly inclin'd that way,and being ſpurr'd 
on by ſuch encouraging Circumſtances, would 
take the Advantage of that fad Conjuncture, 
and the Abſence, and the remote Diftance of the 
Layful and Rightful Succeſſor, and ſtrive hard, 
according to & Tyranny of the Church of 
Rome, to put his Apocryphal Prince upon us for 
Canonical. | ES ol 
And now had thoſe Evik, which we feared, 
come upon us, how wretched a People had this 
now flouriſhing Nation been! how had this 
happy Kingdom been turned into a Seat of 
Var, of civil inteſtine War, and how had this 
delightful Land become a meer Shambles with 
Blood and Slayghter ! | | 
Now then come hither and behald how 
Good and Gracious the Lord hath been 
All thofe black Clouds that, we thought, 
were big with Miſery and Defolatian, are gent- 
ly diſpers'd without any Storm; the Heavens 
are clear'd up, and God has withdrawn his 
threatening Hand. Our uneaſie clamorous Fears 
are huſh'd' and quieted, a the Groynds or 
2 | "." Wed - 
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them removed. Our King has been ſafely waft- 
ed over to us, both Sun and Moon ſhone in 
their full Brightneſs to honour and delight hit 
in his Voyage, and he has been received by his 
longing People with univerſal Joy, and all thoſe 
melancholy Vapours which oppreſſed our Spi- 
rits, vaniſh'd at the appearance of our Riſin 
Sun; and to crown all theſe, our h e = 
Laws, and Liberties, and Properties have, by 
the Eſtabliſhment of his Thrane, the beſt hu- 
man Security that could be contrived for all fu- 
ture Generations. 

And now that God, by whom Kings Reign, 
may ſay Amen to our Settlement, and perpetuate 
our Happineſs, I ſhall proceed to my Second 
Head, which was to ſhew you the Return he 
expects for thoſe great Things which he hath 
done for us, Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him 
in truth with all your heart, &c. | 

I. It is expected that we ſhould fear the 
Lord. | 98 

Tis well known that the beſt Orators have 
ſometimes wanted ſignificant Words fully ta 
expreſs and make evident the Notions of their 
Minds; and learned Men, skill'd in many Lan- 
guages, tell us, that they have not found in an 
Tongue any one Word ſufficient to -exprels 
what is meant by Fear in the Text.  \. 

Sure it is, that Term comes far ſhort of the 
full Meaning; for Fear ſigniſies a troubled and 
2 troubleſome Paſſion, whereas this which I am 
to explain and recommend to you, is à com- 
forting Virtue, a divine Grace, rather indeed 
an harmonious Compoſition of many Graces : 

Iu the fear of the Lord there is wiſdom, there is joy 
ud delight, and ftrong confidence. Plal. cxi. 19. Prov, 
AER os. £7 xiv. 26. 
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xiv. 26. To ſpeak ſtrictly, there can be no Fear 
but of ſomething which we think will be hurt-. 
ful to us; and that, with reſpe& to God, would 
imply ſuch Notions of him as we ſhould not 

be tempred to Entertilin. 
Without more Words then, to fear God is 
to have ſerious and awful Apprehenſions fix'd 
in our Hearts, of his infinite Power and uner- 
ring Juſtice on the one hand, and his boundleſs 


Mercy and Goodneſs on the other, which may 


make us careful and defirous to pleaſe him 
in all that we do, and afraid to diſoblige him 
in any Inſtance. Bleſſed is the man that fearet 


the Lord, he will, &c. 


This filial Reverence for God is a Bridle to 


our unruly Nature, to hold us in from Evil, or 


if at any time thro Surprize, c. we break thro” 
Reſtraints, it will check and bring us about a- 
gain. 1 N | 
| God is terrible in his Judgments, and very 
juſtly to be feared on that Score. My fleſh trem- 
bleth for fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy Judg- 
ments. "x" ; | . ; > 
His Mercies alſo and his Loving-kindneſles 
are powerful Motives to this religious Reve- 
rence; ſo the Pſalmiſt accounted them, The 


Lord is to be feared, becauſe with him there is 


mercy, and with him, as we have happily expe- 
rienc'd, there is plenteous redemption. | 


1 | . 


The Work of this godly Fear is to make us 
ceaſe from Sin, and learn to do well; ceaſing 
from Sin and doing well makes a 2 Life, a 


good Life makes Conſciences eaſie and com- 


forting, and ſuch a Conſcience caſteth out all 


troubleſome uneaſie Fear. 


C2 Thus 
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Thus God, who brings Light out of Darkneſs, _ 
and Glory öh of Hudillity, hath ſo ordered it, 
hat Hope, and Joy, and ſtrong Confidence 
Mal {pring out of this Fear of the Lord. 


The other part 6f the Return which God 
expects for thoſe great Things which he has 
done for us, is, that we ſerve the Lord in truth, 
with all our Hearts. 2 | 

To ſerve the Lord is to be conſcientious and 
regular in the Diſcharge of all thoſe Duties 
which he requires ſeverally of us, and to make 
his Colpitaniinetits the conſtant Rule of our 
Thoughts, Words and Actions. 

To do this in Truth, is to do it in Sincerity; 
our outward: Profeſſion and our Mind or in- 
ward Parts mult be all of a Piece, and, as we 
os our Hearts and Tongues muſt go toge- 
ther. FOES | 
And to doe this with all our Heart, is ts be 
Zealous without any Reſerve in obeying God, 
*ro make Conſcience of all his Commandments, 
to keep no Dalilab, no unmortified Luſt in our 
Boſom, but cheerfully to do his Will at all 


munificent and conſtant Benefactor in that way, 
which will be moſt acceptable to him, and that 


undoubtedly 
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J undoubtedly muſt be the way which he him. 
ſelf hath preſerib'd. : | 

Nay, not only God's revealed Will in the 
Scriptures, but the mere Light of Reaſon, if 
we would be guided by it, would lead us the 
ſame way. 4 e | 

For can we reaſonably imagine, that God by 
bis mighty Arm delivers us from our Enemies, 
that we might give up our ſelves the more 
freely to ſerve his Enemies? or, that he removes 
our Fears, that we may the more ſecurely en- 
joy our Luſts, and the more boldly offend him? 
Can we think that God gives us Peace and 
Plenty, to encourage us to be wanton, and to 
kick, like Jeſhuron, againſt the Authority and 
Goodneſs of the gracious Donor? 

Or, that he gives Men Richesand Proſperity, 
to make them proud, and to forget who and 
what they are, and their Relation and Obliga- 

| tions to him? © | 
Far be it from any rational Creatures to think 
f ſo irrationally, or to behave themſelves as tho“ 
| they thought ſo : Yet farther be it from us to 
think or act fo, who are better inſtructed of 
r God, and who are taught in his holy. Word, 
that when he delivers us from our Enemie 
, and gives us Peace and Safety, when he ſe- 
8 cures to us the Purity of his Worſhip, the 
, Liberty of our Perſons, and the full Property of 
8 our worldly Subſtance and Eſtates (al Which 
- Bleſſings he hath vouchſafed to this highly fa- 


g youred Nation, by bringing his Majeſty peace- 
ably to us, . ſettling him on his Throne) it 
d is for this end, That we might ſerve him in Ho- 
r | lineſs and Righteouſneſs before him all the 
2 Days of our Life; that we might conſeerate out 
at iberty to his Service; that we might Honour 


y him 
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him with our Subſtance, and ſerve him Zeas 
louſly in our Religion, all which He hath fo gra- 
ciouſly preſerved to us. | 

'Tis right and meet then that we ſhould 
ſtrive to anſwer God's Deſign in his Mercics 
bur it is very wrong to let God flip out of our 
Mind and Affection, now he hath been moſt 
kind to us; or to negle& his Holy Laws, now 
he hath by ſuch mighty and national Bleſſings 


engaged us to obſerve them. 


Laſtly, Tis the good way, the moſt Profita- 
ble way for us To 1 the Lord in truth, with all 
our hearts, will not only be the moſt accepta- 
ble Offering that we can make for thoſe Bleſ- 
ſings which we have already receiv'd, but alſo 
engage the Divine Power and Providence moſt 
effectually in our Favour for the future. | 
If we fear the Lord we may in all Difficulties 
relie on his Protection, and ſhall have none elſe 
that we need fear, and we moſt effectuall 
ſerve our ſelves in ſerving him; him that honour- 
eth me I will honour, and I will never leave him 
nor forſake him, ſaith the Lord. a# 
And if we look toward the Royal Throne, 
and conſider the Princely Virtues, and the gra- 
cious Declarations of his Sacred Majeſty which 
now fills it; and if we look on his Royal Pro- 
fers, the Prince and thoſe deſcended from 
im, and entertain our Hopes with a numerous 


Aſſue, which may yet Spring from the ſame 


Stock, and conſider them as to be educated in 
a Love for our Country, and a Zeal for the Pu- 
rity of our Religion, it muſt be acknowledg'd 
that we have a comfortable Proſpect; and upon 
ſuch promiſing Grounds, we may be ready to 
hope, not only chat Peace and Happineſs is as 


* 


A Sl |, 


Wy. Ti" OD WF." puns 


. vw * YL FF Wo. 


» UT BB” EE FT W  ' 


1 
| 
1 
5 
8 
S 


> a ew. AE Ris ER. TI. 


| 23 ] 
twere enſur'd to us for our Days, but that 
the Bleſſings of this Time will be entail'd on 
late Poſterity. 

Yet there ſeems to be one melancholy 
Appearance, which looks like an Obſtructi- 
on to our Felicity, and that ariſes from our 


* Sins. 


There is Blaſphemy, and Prophaneſs, and abo- 
minable Herefies; there is much idolatrous 
Love of the World, much Pride and Senſua- 
lity, much Envy, Malice and Hypocriſie, and 
there is much Strife and Diviſion amongſt 
us. y 
' Theſe, my Brethren, are horrid Rebellions 
againſt God, bold Violations of his Will, and 
mournful Symptoms of very fad Conſequences, 
ſince, as Jſaiaß faith, they will ſeparate belcveen 
us and our God. 

I may ſeem to offend againſt the joyful Oc- 
caſion of this Diſcourſe, in mentioning theſe 
Sins, but they ſeem to be ſo many Giants that 
ſtand in our way to ſettled Happineſs, and I 
mention them to urge you to remove them. 

And I will pronounce to you, in God's Name, 
as Samuel did to 1/rael at the 14th Verſe of this 
Chapter, I ye ſball fear the Lord, and ſerve him in 
truth with all your heart, then ſhall} both ye and 
your King continue; continue favoured of God, 
and long be happy, his Majeſty in his People, 
and his People in him; and the like Bleſſings - 
ſhail deſcend to your Poſterity if they follow 
the Commandments of God. | 

This is the good and the right way; it will 
give us better Security and a ſurer Eſtabliſh» 
ment, than Acts of Parliament, or any human 

Precaution or Contrivance. alas 

is 
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This il ſecure laſting Peace to our Church 
and Country, Peace alſo between us and our 
ſelves; and when we ſhall be called off this 
Stage to make room for the ſueceeding Gene- 
ration, this good way will bring us to eternal 
Peace, and endleſs Joy with the ever bleſſed 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt : To whom bo 
afcribed all Glory, Honour aud Thankſgiving both 
new and for ever. Amen. 
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This wil ſecure laſting Peace to our Church 
and Country, Peace alſo between us and our 
ſelves; and when we ſhall be called off this 
Stage to make room for the ſucceeding Gene- 
ration, this good way will bring us to eternal 
Peace, and endleſs Joy with the eyer bleſſed 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt: To whom be 
aſcribed all Glory, Honour and Thankſgiving both 
new and for ever. Amen.” 
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